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himself embarrassed, and agitated, and tormented In no com-
mon degree. Urged this way and that by the most powerful
and conflicting impulses; driven to despair by the paltry
shackles that chained him, yet forbidden by the most sacred
considerations to break them, he knew not on what he should
resolve; he reckoned himself "the most unfortunate of
men."

Time at length gave him the solution; circumstances oc-
curred which forced him to decide. The popularity of the
Bobbers had brought him into correspondence with several
friends of literature, who wished to patronize the author, or
engage him in new undertakings. Among this number was
the Freiherr von Dalberg, superintendent of the theatre at
Mannheim, under whose encouragement and countenance Schil-
ler remodelled the Eobbers, altered it in some parts, and had it
brought upon the stage in 1781. The correspondence with
Dalberg began in literary discussions, but gradually elevated
itself into the expression of more interesting sentiments.
Dalberg loved and sympathized with the generous enthusiast,
involved in troubles and perplexities which his inexperience
was so little adequate to thread: he gave him advice and
assistance; and Schiller repaid this favor with the gratitude
due to his kind, his first, and then almost his only benefactor.
His letters to this gentleman have been preserved, and lately
published; they exhibit a lively picture of Schiller's painful
situation at Stuttgard, and of his unskilful as well as eager
anxiety to be delivered from it.1 His darling project was that
Dalberg should bring him to Mannheim, as theatrical poet, by
permission of the Duke: at one time he even thought of
turning player.

Neither of these projects could take immediate effect, and
Schiller's embarrassments became more pressing than ever.
With the natural feeling of a young author, he had ventured
to go in secret, and witness the first representation of his
tragedy, at Mannheim. His incognito did not conceal Mm;
he was put under arrest during a week, for this offence: and
as the punishment did not deter him from again transgressing

1 See Appendix, No. 2.